
 

 
 

 

2014 Operating Budget Adopted by LaSalle Down From 2013, 

Reflecting Strict Controls  
 
January 13, 2014 – At a special meeting of LaSalle Borough Council on Thursday, 
January 9, the 2014 operating budget was voted in by a majority of the members. 
Providing for spending of $44,556,300 and forecasting revenues of $2,042,700, this 
budget is down 0.40% from last year's net budget. Considering the freeze on budget 
credits granted by Ville de Montréal and the growth in the number of expenditure items, 
this reduced budget is a real feat.  
 
As Mayor Manon Barbe explained: "Last summer, despite several years of tight controls 
over spending and a reduction of 25 person-years in our personnel since 2009, we asked 
Borough Management to prepare a zero-based budget. We were very inspired. In fact, for 
2014, the new Coderre Administration is granting the boroughs an indexation of their 
budget credits, but is taking back with the left hand what it is giving with its right hand, by 
demanding compression equivalent to 2.5% of the boroughs' payroll or $14 million, which 
amounts to a freeze on budget credits. Having planned a very conservative budget, we 
didn't have to revise it in a mad rush. That's what's called prudent management. We 
perfectly share this concern on the part of the Coderre Administration to deliver a 
balanced budget; nevertheless, we are disappointed that this new Administration is 
demanding that the Boroughs contribute $14 million to this effort, because after years of 
rationalization, the Boroughs have practically no more room to maneuver anymore." 
 
For 2014, the LaSalle Borough's budget has been set at $44,556,300. In 2013, it 
amounted to $46,176,100. The 2014 operating budget consists of: 

 a $32,704,000 budget transfer from Ville de Montréal 

 an amount of $3,658,800, corresponding to part of the tax room transferred to the 
boroughs by Ville de Montréal 

 an amount of $4,749,100 generated by a local tax on services 

 revenues for the Borough, estimated at $2,042,700  

 and an amount of $1,401,700 appropriated from our accumulated surpluses 
 
Budget highlights:  

 The budget transfer granted by the City for 2014 has been increased $653,000, 
whereas LaSalle's contribution to the $14-million compression represents 
$593,000. In the end, the Borough will receive only $60,000 more in 2014 than in 
2013 to deliver its services to the population, or 80 cents per resident.  

 The local tax rate on services remains frozen at 6.49 cents per $100 of property 
assessment. The Borough would have liked to lower this rate for the second year 
in a row; however, it couldn't do so due to the compressions. 

 To balance its 2014 budget, the Borough is drawing $1 million less from its 
surpluses than in 2013.  
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"Thanks to the vitality of its residential sector, LaSalle will generate revenues of 
$2,042,700, or $170,000 more than in 2013," pointed out Mayor Barbe. "However, our 
taxpayers must understand that the continuation of medium- and high-density residential 
development is the only way that the Borough can obtain additional revenues. Each 
project blocked by those who oppose it has direct impacts on the tax bill of all LaSalle 
owners."  
 

2014 expenditures by activity 
 General administration $6,494,000 
 Public safety and security $404,500 
 Transportation $13,894,200 
 Environmental health $6,799,100 
 Urban planning and development $1,412,400 
 Recreational and cultural activities $15,552,100 

 Total expenditures $44,556,300 
 

2014 revenues by activity  
 General administration $184,700 
 Public safety and security $8,000 
 Transportation $270,000 
 Environmental health $107,200 
 Urban planning and development $660,800 
 Recreational and cultural activities $812,000 

 Total revenues $2,042,700 
 
Details of the budget by activity will be published in the next issue of Accent le Journal, 
which will be delivered to all households in late February, along with the 2013 figures for 
comparison.   
 
"This budget has been prepared under difficult conditions," explained Mayor Manon 
Barbe. "However, it reflects the strategic directions taken by me and my colleagues on the 
previous Council over the past few years and it is in keeping with my team's commitments 
for our new term of office from 2013 to 2017. We are proud of this stringent budget that 
will limit the pressure on LaSalle taxpayers, while maintaining the level and quality of 
proximity services."  
 
As for the 2014 property tax rates, they will be set only once Ville de Montréal's budget is 
adopted by City Council at the end of February. The City has therefore already 
announced that the mailing of the 2014 tax bills as well as the two deadlines for the 
property tax payments will be delayed one month.  
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Three-year capital investment program (CIP) 
Adopted last July, the three-year capital investment program for 2014-2016 has made 
provision for investments of $9,914,000, including $3,305,000 in 2014 to preserve the 
infrastructures, the quality of services to residents and community facilities. 
 
The biggest investment—amounting to $1,705,000—will be devoted to the road repair 
program and to lighting. "All residents benefit from streets and sidewalks that are in good 
condition and well lit, whether the residents get around on foot, by bike, on public transit 
or by car. And companies, which stimulate the economy, benefit as well," mentioned 
Mayor Barbe. "We mustn't forget that this amount is in addition to the major work annually 
done by the City along the arterial road system and to the work paid by all Montrealers. 
And we mustn't fail to recognize the fact that over the past ten years, Ville de Montréal 
carried out the complete repair of almost all of the major arteries in LaSalle." 
 
At the same time, the Borough is going to invest $400,000 in redeveloping neighbourhood 
parks, which are so important to families and seniors. An amount of $600,000 has been 
budgeted to repair municipal buildings in general, while $600,000 will be devoted to 
replacing the Borough's fleet of vehicles. The Mayor moreover announced the recent 
purchase of the Borough's first all-electric vehicle—a Nissan Leaf. It was one of the many 
commitments made in the Green Pact, LaSalle's sustainable development plan. 
 
And lastly, Mayor Barbe mentioned, as a reminder, that the Borough still has $3 million 
set aside for a magnificent project—the expansion of L’Octogone library, the service best 
appreciated and most used by LaSalle residents. In return for this contribution, Ville de 
Montréal will be investing $12 million. LaSalle residents will therefore get five times more 
than their money's worth in this project. 
 
In concluding her presentation of the Borough's 2014 operating budget, Mayor Manon 
Barbe stated as follows: "This evening, my colleagues and I have presented you a 
balanced, stringent budget that reflects Council's vision for 2014: to continue closely 
tracking spending and to manage responsibly; to preserve proximity services that count 
for families; to continue increasing the potential of residential development; and to ensure 
the future of our borough, its infrastructures and its mission, because LaSalle is our living 
environment." 
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Source:  Borough of LaSalle  
Information:  514 367-6000 

  
 


